Things to See in the Redwoods
Download and print this guide to take with you to the redwoods. Keep track
of the things that you see!
If you have a smartphone or a camera, take pictures of the items you spot. But
please remember to take only photos and memories – it is illegal to remove
anything from state and national parks.
Try to stay on established trails when hiking in the redwoods. Otherwise,
your footsteps can damage native plants and tree roots.

Burls
A burl is a knobby growth
at the base, or on the
trunk, of a redwood tree.
Burls usually result from
some damage or injury to
the tree; the burl may
protect the site of the
damage, like a scab
protects a wound.
Burls contain the tree’s
genetic material, and can
even sprout new trees!
Burl wood often has
beautiful patterned grain, and is therefore highly prized. The picture on the
right shows redwood burl wood that has been cut and finished.
Poachers sometimes cut off and steal burls.
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Fallen Logs
Fallen redwood trees continue to play an important
role in the life of the redwood forest. As the trunks
slowly decompose, they provide a habitat for
insects and burrowing animals, and they enrich the
soil for the plants that grow on the forest floor.
Logs may even sprout new redwood saplings!
It may take several centuries for a redwood tree to
completely decompose. The largest fallen redwood
in the world is the Dyerville Giant, which you can
see on the Founders Grove Loop Trail (visit our
website for details).

Burned Trees
Redwood trees are very good at surviving fires. In
fact, fire plays an important roll in the forest life
cycle.
The thick, tough bark of the redwood trees resists
fire, and the branches are high up on the trunk
where flames can’t reach them.
However, periodic fires burn away the underbrush,
and leave behind ash that contains minerals and
nutrients to enrich the soil. The fires also heat seed
cones in the branches of the redwoods. The rising
heat from the fire dries the cones so they crack
open and drop their seeds onto the newly cleared
ground below. This is an important mechanism for
new redwood seedlings to get established.
Walking through the redwoods, you will sometimes see trees that have been
scorched by fire. A large fire swept through the Avenue of the Giants in
September of 2003, and traces of the fire can still be seen today.
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Tree Circles
When a fire-damaged redwood tree releases its
seeds, new saplings grow in a circle around the tree.
The original tree may still live for many centuries,
but it will eventually die, or be cut down.
The saplings that grow up around the original tree
form a circle or trees, sometimes called a fairy ring.
The tree circle shown in the picture is near the
Visitor Center on the Avenue of the Giants; ask the
volunteers in the Visitor Center for directions.

Streams
There are many streams among the redwoods.
Streams carry away floodwaters in heavy rain years,
and provide water for the many animals that make
their home among the redwoods.
They are also popular fishing spots for campers and
sportsmen.
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Plants
The cool, moist atmosphere in redwood forests provides a perfect
environment for a wide range of plants. The soil is acidic, due to decomposing
redwood branches and needles. Acid-loving plants thrive under the
redwoods. Here are a few common plants that you may see:

Ferns

Redwood Sorrel

Many types of ferns grow
among the redwoods. Some
even grow up in the branches.

Often mistaken for clover,
Sorrel has tiny flowers in
Spring.

Trillium

Mushrooms

The trillium is easy to
recognize by its clusters of
three leaves, and the three
petals on the flowers.

Mushrooms and fungus thrive
in the moist conditions of the
redwood forest.
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Rhododendron

Moss
Look among the tree branches
for hanging moss.
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Animals
Many animals make their homes in the
redwoods, but they are hard to spot
because they avoid people.
Look up in the tree branches, and you
may spot a squirrel or a red tree vole
(small mouse-like animals that live in
the branches and eat seeds).
The best times to spot larger animals are
dawn and dusk, especially near streams.
Some of the animals that live in the redwoods include skunks, raccoons, deer,
elk, and cougars.

Spider Webs
Spiders spin amazing webs in the forest.
A single strand, glinting in the sunlight,
will sometimes stretch dozens of feet
from tree to tree. (We have no idea how
the spiders accomplish that!)
Keep your eyes open, and don’t walk
into a spider web.

Bigfoot
Bigfoot, also known as Sasquatch, is a
mythical creature that, according to
folklore, lives in the forests in the Pacific
Northwest. People who claim they have
seen Bigfoot describe him as a large,
muscular ape-like creature, with
reddish-brown fur. You probably won’t
see Bigfoot – but it’s fun to look!
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